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" THL LATE FATAL POWDER-MILL
EXPLOSION.

-
CORONERS' INQUEST.

Yeaterday & jury was empannelled befora Mr. \V. Carter,
the coroner for the eastorn division of Sarrey, at the Bight
Bills Inn, Ewell, on the bodics of Willisrn  Budgen and
Willlam Mitchel), who died in conseruence of the injurles

they received by the blowlog op of o powder-mill at that
8?0'. :Lelo'ngi:g’ to Sir Heary 5¢ldg¢l, ou which they were
wor

Tbe Jury haviog been sworn, they procesded to view the
bdies, which prescated 8 most dreadiul oppearance. Nota
festure wan discernible, the faces of €ach og merely
tho appearance of u swelled and blackened mass of flzsh.

The following eyldence was adduced :—

Blizibeth Humplrey deposed that sho was called o
01 Wednesday Inst to attesd upon the deceased Wil
Bateon, who she naderatood n..&" been injurcd by the blow-
Ing u: of & powdee-mill. Witness remaioed with bim
wntil his death on Friday morning at @ quarter past five
'elack. Tho decoased was atiended by Me. Stilwell. He
apprared to be seowible at intervals, but all be wald was that
he had been blown up and lost Lis money. This be said se-

verul times, e never ﬂ““ any Informstion s to how the
cxplosiu'n‘tmk place, or blamed any pereon os being toe
canse of it,

Mr. Charles Stilwell, sargeon, of Ewell, doponed that ke
was called toattend the dnceased Willinm Buodgen. He
first vaw him at tho place where the aceldent Lappencd.
e was supported huonr men, Witness examined him,
nnd direoted bim to removed 10 that howse where he
afterwards made 3 more misute examination, and found that
lis bands, face, and srms, were very sevérely hurat, He
was perfectly seosible, \Witocss osked Lin how the seci-
deut gecureed, sod he said he cauld vot necoust for it; be
qed Lils fetber were in the act of patting an lron riag on the
spindle of the meter wheel when the explosion took .

The Coroner inquired in what stote the father of the de-
ceanxl was?

Mr. Stilwell replied that he was ina very dangerons state.
e was not at t aware that Llv son was dead, he
Iiad no doubs that if he were informed of the fact, or ques-
tianed upon the subjeet, it woald kill him.

Tae Coroner suld, that as this was the case, it would not
be prudent o rmakeany ingalries of him.

Jamer Baker, @ lnboarer o 4 upon the works, de-
posed that be had knowa William Mitchell the other
decessed person, and proved that the body the Jury had
vinwed was that of that person.

Mr, Joseph Ward, acother medical gentlemas, proved
tint he was called on to éee Mitobell ufter the accldent,
and described the Injuriva be had recsived. Hewas sensihle,
nod witoess askel him if ke knew how the accident bap-

oed, and L suid Ledid not, (e was In sach a state that
f he bud Leen wware thy occurrenca had laken place wil-
fully kewould buve told the particulars, ond wilners bad oo
Unubt be believed it to havs ariren accldentally.

Henry Tichener deposed thet ho was in the service of Sir
Henry Bridzes, sod pauslly worked la the carning-bonse,
The corning-house was & place whera the er was takin
n4 A graeo clarg=, and sifted before it was put to the stave,
The cariing-bouse i question Lad oot been made use of for
wix montbs before (his time, 10d the works were sudergolog
repair, n=d the decoused, Budgen, and bis father, who were
willwrights, were repuiring them, When the explosion
tonk place witsess was engaged on the premises
ia mending sieves, The firat thing he heard was
n sudden eoracking noise, which was immediately fol-
fowed by » loud explosion, and witncss thought that
be, and ke houde he was in, were lifted off the ground.
112 loaked eut and saw that the huilding where the decessed
persons had been at work, wos levelled with the ground
the walls had leea forecd <own, sod some portion
them carricd o eongiderable distooce, He immediately rag
s tho spot, und the first parson he siw wss the elder Bod-
g*n, pulling his clothes off. Tie clothes were on fire,
Another o! the ten was ealling out # For God's eake, belp
me;” he weot on farthsr iato the bailding, ond be
saw the deccused Mitchell, who was standipg mmongst the
wheels, jammed in such a position that ke could pot get out.
Witneas assisted bim out. [He was very much burnt. He
canld stnnd, Hisclothes were on fire, sod wilness assisted
[n taking thern off aud earryisg kim bowe. Mitchell kad
on the usoal powder dreas. Wilnees aflerwards caw the
younger Budgen in the pet of vllklt:l; away from the build-
ing.  He appeared to bs burnt a good deal in the face aod
bauds, ond was cnt on the eye. He wad afterwards ¢an-
veyed to the Eight Bells, where Le died. The two Bud-

3, o0 the evenlng before the uccident hoppened, told
im that they were going to pat soms iron {009! on the

+| hot, and witacss rewark

shaft of the wheel. Witn2ss heard thermn say tkey should
ba obliged to put the hoops on kot, end they bad & fire out~
pide the eorning-honse for the purpose of beatiog the boops.
Tha firc was made of coal on the {mnd. end be did aot
uatice that there was anything te keep the fire together.
In witness's opiniou the fire was sboat twenty yarde from
tha building, and it was nearest to the wall side of it The
other aides of the building were unrxd of wood. He
bolisved the millwrights had put on three out of the four
Laops that were to have been put on the wheels before the
accident liappened. Witness msked the elder Budgen if he
cywld account for the accident, and ke sald ke could not,
unless it was by a scale falling from the iron hoop they were
working upon, or else by the liglitning. There was 8 storm
in the neighbourliood shout that time; be heard thunder,
but did not otice lightning. Taere wia some graio powder
in tha corning-louse, but not so much as a hundred weight.
There were two barrels which contained powder, but there
was not more tan enough o fill one barrel. might
Lave been a hondred welght altogether. ‘There was eome
dost pawder in this corning-house. Dast powder was the
refase, whick reqired 1o be re-worked in the mill, bat it was
combustible. The wilnres, oo beiog questioned by the Co-
rimer, seid thers might have been as mach as two hundred
weight of this dust powder. The building io question bad
boen up fir ubowt elght-uad-forty years, bat they did not
worls in it mors jthun three wonths ¢wring the year, The
process of coraing the powder eansed o great deal of dust
which, of course, settled all over the place. The great extent
of mischief bad no doubt becn occasioned by the corned
Eowdcf. It was psus) 1o leave pywder io the cornivg-house,
nt geucrally it was removed to the magezioe,

Tt was bere explained to the Caroner and the Jury that
some of tha powder in the eorning-house was in 8 flaished
stata, but required ta pess ones wmore threugh Lbe will.

Examination continged: Iad no reasou to belicve that
the occurrence took pluce otherwise then accidentally. The
doccased, Mitehell, had on his * bleck” dress, which was
verg inflamable, and if he was ottendiog to the fire outslde
Lia clothas might have caught fire, and they would have
barnt v mpkdlr,um miglht nave thus oecesioned the ncci-
dent. Did not think that a seale from the hmm decensed
pervons were working on would baveignited the powder.

Mr. Gardeer, the fyremun of Sir [enry Bridges, ex-
plul?,ed that irop, at 8 black Leat, would not Iguite gun-

ywder,
¥ By the jary: Witness had no orders to remove the pow-
der. Mo did oot thiak there was any dunger in allowing it to
rimoio where it wus,

A juror said be kad boon Informed that the wilness bod
recoived positice direclinns to remove the powder,

The witneas deuied that this was the csse.

By the Caroner : An engine was pear the spat Lo
enable the millwrights to wet the premives for their own se-
curity, Witness cleared cut the corning house to make it
more srearn before the mencome. He swept up nearly twe
handred weight of dust from tha wall aed the floor, and taok
all the pains he c.uld te get out all he could, and be placed
it in the tubs where it remained till the oxtlniontook place,
The millwrights wade their tire when t .Y ‘muud The
wind blew from & direction right into the bui .

Mr. Gardoer waa then questioned oa his belief as to the
orizlo of the fire, and he expressed his o n to be that
it had been occasioned by lightoing, He eaid that it wight
also lave been oceasioned by the fire that was used to beat
the (ron; but be considered’it pot at all probahie that the
hoops could bave cauted the mischief, because thoy must
s Tipscacmoe, the landiord of the Eight Bells, deposed

r. Lipscom o v,
that he carricd some bear to the corning-houss for the two
Budgens snd Mitchel! just befora the sccident happened.
The former wars 6t work at the whesl. e observed a |
fire, in which they were beating the hoops; snd they
bim that they could not esn on unless they were red
that be should kave been afraid
to use them in such a place. Since the aceident the eder
Nudgen liad told, bim that he was not aware there was any
powder (o the corsing-house, Il biad not Jeft the mill more
then five minutes when the explosion took {hee. In kis
opinion the accident was occssioned by o § from the fre,

This beivg the whole of the evidence, Coroner briefly
addressed the jury, who retaraed a verdict that “ The de-
ceasad persons were burnt to death ina powder-mill, which
bad sccideatally exploded.”




